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1 . THE GOI ON THE EVENING OF JANUARY 6 RELEASED A 
STATEMENT DEPLORING THE PAKISTANI DECISION TO RELEASE 
THE HIJACKERS AND REJECT THE INDIAN REQUEST TO RETURN 
TEHM TO INDIA FOR TRIAL. THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS STATEMENT FOLLOWS: QUOTE: THE DECISION OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN TO RELEASE THE HIJACKERS OF THE 
INDIAN AIRLINES BOEING AIRCRAFT. ON THE PLEA THAT SUF- 
FICIENT EVIDENCE WAS NOT AVAILABLE TO JUSTIFY THE 
INSTITUTION OF CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THEM, IS 
HIGHLY REGRETTABLE. IT IS CONTRARY TO THE ASSURANCES 
GIVEN BY THE GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN TO THE GOVERNMENT 
OF INDIA AND THE COUNCIL OF THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL 
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AVIATION ORGANISATION. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN HAS ALSO NOT AGREED TO 
THE SUBSEQUENT REQUEST OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA TO 
RETURN THE OFFENDERS TO INDIA TO FACE TRIAL. THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF INDIA DEPLORES THESE MOVES AS THEY ARE NOT IN 
CONSONANCE WITH THE PROCESS OF NORMALISATION OF RELA- 
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TIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES WHICH CAN BE STRENGTHENED 
ONLY ON THE BASIS OF MUTUAL TRUST AND UNDERSTANDING. 

END QUOTE. 

2. POLICY PLANNING CHIEF, G. PARTHASARATHI. WHO WAS 
JUST COMPLETING WORK ON THE ABOVE MEA STATEMENT WITH 
JOINT SECRETARY (PAKISTAN/AFGHANISTAN) I.P. SINGH WHEN 
THE CHARGE ARRIVED FOR AN APPOINTMENT YESTERDAY AFTER- 
NOON, JAN 6, TOLD THE CHARGE, "THE EVENT WAS DISTURBING." 
PARTHASARATHI SAID THAT THE PAKISTANIS HAD HANDLED THE 
HIJACKING MATTER QUITE SMOOTHLY. HE SIAD THAT HE 
UNDERSTOOD THE PRESSURES THAT THEY WERE UNDER, PARTICU- 
LARLY WITH THE ELECTIONS COMING SOON. HE SAID NEVER- 
THELESS THEIR ACTION IN RELEASING THE PRISONERS WAS 
GOING QUITE FAR. HE SPOKE CALMLY ON THE MATTER, HOWEVER, 
AND DID NOT SUGGEST THE GOI INTENDED TO MAKE A MAJOR 
ISSUE OF IT. 

3. COMMENT: OUR ESTIMATE IS THAT THE INDIANS ARE 
INDEED DISTURBED, AND FELT THEY MUST AT LEAST RAISE A 
PUBLIC COMPLAINT OVER THE HIJACKERS' RELEASE. WE DO 
NOT BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT THE GOI SEES THIS AS A MAJOR 
PAKISTANI DEPARTURE FROM PRESENT POLICY, NOR WOULD THE 
GOI LIKE TO SEE THE OVERALL TREND OF IMPROVING BILATERAL 
RELATIONS REVERSED. I.P. SINGH SUBSEQUENTLY CONFIRMED 
THAT THE MEA VIEWS THE ACTION AS A "ONE-DAY STORY." 

4. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE GUIDANCE ON APPROPRIATE 
USG POSITION ON PAK ACTION SHOULD GOI OFFICIALS QUERY US. 
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